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From war powers to health care, freedom of speech to gun ownership, religious liberty to
abortion, practically every aspect of American life is shaped by the Constitution. This vital
document, along with its history of political and judicial interpretation, governs our individual
lives and the life of our nation. Yet most of us know surprisingly little about the Constitution itself,
and are woefully unprepared to think for ourselves about recent developments in its long and
storied history.The Constitution: An Introduction is the definitive modern primer on the US
Constitution. Michael Stokes Paulsen, one of the nation's most provocative and accomplished
scholars of the Constitution, and his son Luke Paulsen, a gifted young writer and lay scholar,
have combined to write a lively introduction to the supreme law of the United States, covering
the Constitution's history and meaning in clear, accessible terms.Beginning with the
Constitution's birth in 1787, Paulsen and Paulsen offer a grand tour of its provisions, principles,
and interpretation, introducing readers to the characters and controversies that have shaped the
Constitution in the 200-plus years since its creation. Along the way, the authors provide
correctives to the shallow myths and partial truths that pervade so much popular treatment of the
Constitution, from school textbooks to media accounts of today's controversies, and offer
powerful insights into the Constitution's true meaning.A lucid and engaging guide, The
Constitution: An Introduction provides readers with the tools to think critically and independently
about constitutional issues—a skill that is ever more essential to the continued flourishing of
American democracy.

“This impressive book by the father-son duo of Michael Stokes Paulsen and Luke Paulsen… is
in its own way an eloquent testament to the Constitution as a covenant across generations. The
Paulsens provide a lively and informed overview of how the Constitution has played out over our
nation's history. They take positions—often firmly, sometimes less so—on a host of constitutional
cases and questions. But [they] seek to spur conversations about the Constitution, not to end
them.”—National Review“A solid, intelligent, reliable, and interesting look at the origins of the
Constitution, its basic structure, and its interpretation over the course of our country's history.
The Paulsens' book does not tell Americans what to think, but it provides invaluable help as they
think for themselves.”—Justice Samuel Alito, Engage“A splendid introduction to the Constitution
—one that takes the text of our nation's charter seriously and provides illuminating explanations
of why its drafters chose the principles, concepts, and language they did for their ‘great
experiment' in republican government and ordered liberty. The Constitution: An Introduction
strips away the layers of interpretation that obscure the Constitution's meaning, enabling readers
to encounter the Constitution itself.”—Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence,
Princeton University“This wonderful work is the best introduction to the United States



Constitution available. It does a brilliant job reviewing two-and-one-quarter centuries of
American experience. Essential reading for those who still believe in ordered liberty and self-
government.”—Stephen B. Presser, Raoul Berger Professor of Legal History, Northwestern
University, and author of Recapturing the Constitution“Short but layered. [The Constitution]
displays a professor's insights and a recent college graduate's sense for the lay reader's needs.
It tells good stories at a fast clip in limpid prose...the book's greatest achievement is
preternaturally good discretion in distilling hundreds of cases and copious scholarship and
centuries of good stories to tell. [This] isn't just our Constitution's best short introduction; it might
help make our civic culture at once more sober and more hopeful.”—First Things“A clear,
concise reader-friendly book.... A fascinating journey through American history.”—Roanoke
Times“An uncomplicated but sophisticated primer.... [Paulsen and Paulsen] cover the basics
well, with thoughtful interpretations of groundbreaking opinions on the free speech guarantee of
the First Amendment, the abortion rights case Roe v. Wade, and the 14th Amendment.... This is
a useful, accessible, and pertinent overview that is well seasoned with opinion.”—Publishers
Weekly“A highly accessible and scholarly but lively look at the nation's guiding document.”—
Booklist“A sharp, efficient guide to the creation, content, and construction of the supreme law of
the land. A well-conceived, well-executed primer.”—Kirkus Reviews“This readable history of the
Constitution as it has evolved over more than two centuries corrects many false beliefs about
that document and its applicability to every corner of American life. Written in a style that makes
it accessible to readers at several levels, this book tells the human story of the ways in which the
world's oldest written constitution has shaped our experience.”—James M. McPherson,
Professor of History Emeritus, Princeton University, and Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Battle
Cry of Freedom“The Constitution: An Introduction is packed both with essential information and
discerning analysis. More than that, it reads like a novel-adventure story. It will make a great text
in any number of classes.”—Stanley Fish, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Yeshiva
University“Michael and Luke Paulsen have written the most readable and insightful introduction
to the U.S. Constitution since the days of Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, in 1840. This
book is a must read for anyone trying to learn about the U.S. Constitution.”—Steven G.
Calabresi, Clayton and Henry Barber Professor of Law, Northwestern UniversityAbout the
AuthorMichael Stokes Paulsen is Distinguished University Chair and Professor of Law at the
University of St. Thomas, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. A graduate of Northwestern University and
Yale Law School, he is author of two books and more than ninety articles on various topics of
constitutional law.Luke Paulsen is a graduate of Princeton University, where he majored in
Computer Science with minors in Classics and Humanities. He currently works as a software
engineer in Mountain View, California. This is his first book.
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John Mccarthy, “this fine piece of work makes one realize anew. This books has two parts.Part I
delineates the story of the creation, formation, and development of the Constitution, and it does
so in an engaging and illuminating way, highlighting its its revolutionary distinctiveness. To me,
the most interesting section of Part I is Paulsen's delineation as to how the 'Bill of Rights'
became integral to the Constitution.Part II is the history of its how the Supreme Court, decision
after decision, and decade after decade has interpreted, reinterpreted, and to no small measure
has extrapolated its own policy preferences into the fabric of Constitutional law. In this part of
the book, which is by far the most interesting part, Paulsen shows his colors as a strict (as
opposed to a 'broad') constitutional lawyer, mincing no words as to when, where and how
various Supreme Court justices have - in disregard of the clear meaning of the text itself - have
created their own version of the Constitution via a methodology known as 'substantive due
process' through which they interpret the constitution in terms of their own policy preferences. In
so doing, says Paulsen, with which I agree, they, in effect, take off their judicial robes, and
become legislators from their benches on the court. Paulsen sees this as a subversion of the
original intent of the Founder's tripartite division of labor between the Executive, Legislative, and
Judiciary components of the U.S. Government.Bottom-line, this fine piece of work makes one
realize anew, not only how precious our original constitution is, but also, how precarious it is.
Yes, it has stood the test of time, now for almost 250 years, but the three branches of our
government are dynamic living organisms that can be, and often have been, contorted and
subverted by parties in all three branches of government. Nonetheless, the mere fact that our
nation and our Constitution has survived is testament and tribute both to the brilliance of the
Founders and and to the loyalty and wisdom of countless government leaders.In a sense, this is
a demythologizing piece of work, which is a wonderful corrective for many of us, who have
tended to view the the history of the Supreme Court as far more linearly uplifting than it has
actually been.Bravo to the Paulsen's, both father and son, who wrote this fine book.”

Quinn Eaton, “A great read even for a law student.. I am currently a second-year law student.
The typical first year constitutional law course at law schools, in concession to the brevity of life,
necessarily focuses purely on Supreme Court decisions to learn about constitutional law.
Despite having spent last year reading several hundred Supreme Court cases and spending
hundreds of hours studying the topic, I still found this book very informative. This book provides
a much-needed background of the formation of the document itself and the various influences
and political philosophies that inspired it's provisions. Unfortunately, this was something I never
received in scool even through my four years of undergrad. This information helped put my
current knowledge about constitutional law doctrine into perspective, in a "big-picture" sort of
way that is missing even in law school.I give this book four stars simply because I found the later
quarter of the book to be somewhat disingenuous. The author hammers home the point for three



quarters of the book that the judicial branch has no greater authority to interpret the constitution
than its coordinate branches, or the states. Yet it runs into the problem that every approach like
this eventually does: the author gets to Brown v. Bd. of Educ. and applauds it as a magnificent
decision true to constitutional doctrine, the states' protests notwithstanding. This simply cannot
be. He utters the weak line that "Plessy was simply wrong the entire time and Brown was right".
Is this not exactly the entire crux of this issue? Who is the Supreme Court to tell (nearly half) of
the sovereign states that their own interpretation of the Constitution is incorrect? Sure, african-
americans being provided subpar education certainly violates the clear meaning of the Equal
Protection clause. But if TRULY equal, but separate, institutions were provided, who is the
Supreme Court to override independent legislative and judicial determinations by states that
simply having students in different facilities violated the Equal Protection clause? (It should be
noted that the very Congress which proposed the 14th amendment segregated the Senate
gallery by race, and imposed racial segregation in schools I'm D.C., clearly, the Supreme Court
did not "abandon" the original intent of the Equal Protection clause by tolerating segregation, the
framers of that amendment found it to be perfectly acceptable by and large).This is just one
example that is the easiest to point to, there are dozens of examples in this book of the author
heralding "correct" decisions by the Supreme Court when the result is morally desorable,
despite its legal basis being just as dubious as the opinions of the "activist court" (as he calls the
court from 1960 to today). There simply has to be a final arbiter of constitutional issues at some
point, subject to the specifically established political checks writhen into the condtitution. On
both sides of the political spectrum, people tend to yell "judicial activism!" whenever the
RESULT of the Courts' interpretation (i.e. its constitutional duty) does not jibe with their personal
understanding of the constitution.This mini-rant aside, this book was a very pleasurable read (I
found myself constantly sneaking away from my reading about Article 9 security interests to get
another 15 minutes in on this book). Although my perspective of "readibility" is now likely
permanently skewed from over a year of reading dense legal opinions, statues and treatises-the
book seemed to me to be very approachable even to someone with no legal background.
Skimming some of the other comments here seems to confirm that. I would highly recommend it.”

Phyllis Masso, “Truly a great and very readable book.. I found this book to be fascinating. For a
person who is not a professional historian the book reads like an action novel. In several places it
is a real page turner. The history of the constitution is very well done and gives a great overview
of the various issues that affected its original form and also the development of the amendments.
The inserts with short (typically one page) biographical vignettes of the key people who
significantly influenced the writing and development of the constitution are very interesting and
helpful. Then the entire history of the role of the supreme court in interpreting and ultimately
taking control of the interpretation of the constitution is very revealing. Perhaps an annual
Yearbook should be done by the authors to continue the saga. For example, I finished the book
just before the recent Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage. I watched the movie



"Lincoln" just after reading the section on President Abraham Lincoln's stance on slavery in
contrast to the appalling rulings of the Supreme Court at the time. Currently I am living in Kenya
where a new constitution was implemented five years ago. It is most informative to see how the
current struggles with implementation of the Kenyan constitution are not so different from those
of the initial years of the US Constitution. I highly recommend this book.”

Luis Arellano, “Excelente libro. Genial para comenzar a conocer el sistema legal de USA.”

Pasquale1, “VERY ENLIGHTENING. Excellent book as a Canadian found it quite informative
and helpful to better understand current affairs in U.S. A.”

Michel St-Onge, “Five Stars. Very interesting!”
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